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Paula Barnett-Ellis and Laurie Charnigo 
attended the Mississippi Library 2.0 Sum-
mit at Mississippi State University on June 
15. Paula and Laurie presented a poster, 
“Face-book Worms: The Impact of a Digital 
Trend on Academic Libraries”, which was 
based on  their recently published study 
on the use of and perspectives of librarians 
towards online social networking sites, such 
as Facebook. The Summit was a “one-day 
intensive session providing practical ideas 
Tenth floor law and 
technology librarian 
Hanrong Wang visited 
China in May in order 
to promote distance 
education and bring 
students to JSU. Dur-
ing her 17 day trip, Ms. 
Wang met with thir-
teen different univer-
sities and institutions 
in Wuhan and Hang-
zhou. Since this was 
her first trip to China 
in almost eight years, 
much had changed. 
She was surprised at 
the expanding rate of 
economic development 
in comparison to that of higher education. To her, it seemed that the cities were 
becoming more modern, yet the universities had remained the same. 
Education in China is expensive. The government funds the U.S. equivalent of 
grades one through nine, but if students wish to attend a more prestigious school 
they must pay above what the government 
will finance. After the 9th grade, students 
are entirely responsible for the cost of their 
education. Ms. Wang hopes that students 
will find distance education a practical and 
more viable means of attaining a university 
degree in China. 
JSU in China
Wang at China-U.S. Forum on Distance Learning
Mississippi Library 2.0 Summit
Continued on page 2
 The library put on quite an affair to raise money 
for the American Heart Association this year. Red 
Wine and Dark Chocolate: An Anti-oxidant Affair 
raised almost $2,700, surpassing the library’s original 
goal of $1,500. The library team for the American 
Heart Association, led by Carley Suther and Lynn 
Varcak, worked to plan the event this year, which 
was hosted on the eleventh and twelfth floors of the 
library. A silent auction of donations from library 
staff and area businesses was held on the eleventh 
floor. The twelfth floor was filled with tables of dark 
chocolate and other tasty delights, as well as various 
types of wine. Starbucks also donated their time and 
efforts by providing coffees and cappuccinos as well 
as sweets. Fresh loose-leaf green tea was added to the 
mix of anti-oxidants as an alternative for those who 
eschewed the wine and chocolate. 
The evening was enjoyed by all, and at the end of the night there was still dark chocolate and red 
wine left over to enjoy later. 
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What We’re Reading
and applications of Library 2.0 technologies for librar-
ians.”  Due to the increasing use and popularity of 2.0 
services such as blogging, wikis, and interactive Web 
sites such as Facebook, MySpace, Flickr, and Second 
Life, librarians have begun to look at how libraries can 
offer services (reference, outreach, communication with 
students, providing library presence, ect.) through Web 
2.0 tools.  “Web 2.0” refers to services in which users 
are able to interact with and, in many ways, play a key 
role in shaping the very services being offered to them. 
For example, Amazon.com employs Web 2.0 tools by 
allowing users to post feedback about books for other 
users to read as well as themed booklists. Speakers at 
the conference discussed the idea of library catalogs 
which would allow users to leave feedback about books 
as well as browsing tools which would enable users to 
discover which books were being checked out most. 
Michael Stephens, “nationally known library 2.0 guru”, 
gave an inspiring and innovative keynote speech at the 
conference. For more information on Web 2.0 technolo-
gies, see Michael Stephens’s “Taming the Web” blog at 
www.tametheweb.com.
Library 2.0 Summit: Continued from page 1
Charnigo at the poster session
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Our users will be able to access the following new databases:
Europa World Year Book: This database provides detailed country surveys 
containing the latest analytical, statistical, and directory data available for over 250 countries and territories. The database includes a 
comprehensive listing of some 1,700 International Organizations such as the United Nations, The European Union, the International 
Organization for Migration and the World Trade Organization, and provides country details. Europa World is the online version of the 
Europa World Year Book, the indispensable source of information on world-wide affairs. First published in 1926, the year book is renowned 
as one of the world’s leading reference works, covering political and economic information in over 250 countries and territories, from 
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. This invaluable resource is now available in a dynamic online format. This database is provided to our users 
through the Alabama Virtual Library (AVL).
Grove Music Online: This database comprises the full text of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, second edition, edited 
by Stanley Sadie and John Tyrrell (London, 2001), The New Grove Dictionary of Opera, edited by Stanley Sadie (London, 1992), and 
The New Grove Dictionary of Jazz, second edition, edited by Barry Kernfeld (London, 2002). The New Grove Dictionary of Music and 
Musicians, second edition, edited by Stanley Sadie and John Tyrell, was published simultaneously in print and online as Grove Music 
Online in January 2001. Grove Music Online began to develop independently immediately; regular revisions and additions to the content 
began in Spring of 2001 and continue today through an ambitious editorial program. Grove Music Online has grown to include The New 
Grove Dictionary of Opera and The New Grove Dictionary of Jazz, second edition (2001). Through a partnership with Sibelius notation 
software, over 500 of Grove’s musical examples are now available in sound as well as notated examples.
For more information about these new databases or for assistance searching these databases, please contact us at 782-8034.
New Databases Added!
 
What literary delights are the folks at the Hous-
ton Cole Library feasting on this season? Perhaps 
Debrah Fragoso, Acquisitions Staff, has one of 
the “sweetest” jobs at the library. Opening daily 
shipments of books, Ms. Fragoso gets the first 
peek at new books. In fact, she keeps a growing 
list of titles she wants to read. Currently, at the top of her list is The Sister: A Novel of Emily Dickinson by Paola Kaufmann, a historical 
novel told from the standpoint of Dickinson’s younger sister, Lavinia, who first discovered Emily Dickinson’s letters. Linda McCrelles, 
Cataloging Assistant, has also been immersed in the haunting, eccentric mysteries hidden deep in the Appalachians in the novel Gap 
Creek: The Story of a Marriage by Robert Morgan.
Mr. William Hubbard, University Librarian, has been reading Out Stealing Horses, by Norwegian novelist Per Petterson, a book 
which recently donned the front cover of the New York Times Book Review. Lynn Varcak, Secretary to the University Librarian, is 
reading top New York Times fiction Best Seller, A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini, a book about a friendship between 
two women in war-torn Afghanistan.  
Michael Sanders, Audio Visual Staff, is reading a book which is currently on the New York Times Best Seller list. Mr. Sanders is 
reading The Reagan Diaries by Ronald Reagan which he received as a Father’s Day Gift and has found to be extremely interesting, 
particularly Reagan’s personal reactions to major events that happened during his presidency. Mr. Sanders says the book is also fas-
cinating, given the fact that only a few presidents, including George Washington, left diaries behind for the public to read.  
Music lover Yolanda Cox, Government Documents Assistant, is getting philosophical with her favorite musician. In Bono on 
Bono: Conversations with Michka Assayas, lead singer of U2, Bono (Paul David Hewson), talks “passionately” about global issues, 
his relationships, and his faith. Delores Collier, Technical Services Assistant, is currently reading Why People Believe Weird Things: 
Pseudoscience, Superstitions, and Other Confusions of Our Time by Michael Sherman. She claims “it makes you take a new and different 
look at many culturally held beliefs.” 
Patrick Bolack, Public Services Assistant, is getting drunk on history.  In And a Bottle of Rum: A History of the New World in Ten 
Cocktails, the author, Wayne Curtis, serves up fascinating tidbits of cultural history chronologically corresponding to the history of 
rum from seventeenth-century rum to modern brands.  Yo! Ho! Ho! …and speaking of a bottle of rum, Kim Stevens, Senior Catalog 
Librarian, is currently reading The Republic of Pirates by Colin Woodard.  
Ms. Stephanie Johnson, Circulation Assistant, recommends Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging: Confessions of Georgia Nicol-
son by British author Louise Rennison, the diary of a fourteen-year old girl who brings a sense of British humor to every entry, no 
matter how mundane the topic. Ms. Charlcie Pettway Vann has been reading Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty to her daughter, Trinity, 
who is just the right age for fairy tales. But when are we ever too old for fairy tales? And finally, Ms. Tiffany Onskt, with the arrival 
of little Blake Mancipito, has been heavily consulting Baby 411: Clear Answers and Smart Advice for your Baby’s First Year by Denise 
Fields and Ari Brown. Who knew?
“The libraries have become my candy store.” 
~ Juliana Kimball ~
Houston Cole Library was well-represented at the Annual 
Faculty Awards Program on May 22, 2007. Librarians receiv-
ing Faculty Research Awards included Paula Barnett-Ellis, 
John-Bauer Graham, Bethany Latham, Jodi Poe, Kimberly 
Stevens, Carley Suther, and Hanrong Wang. 
Mr. Graham and Ms. Poe were also recognized for being 
awarded tenure, effective Fall semester 2007, and for their 
promotions to Associate Professor, effective October 2007.
Sonja McAbee, Head of Technical Services, was recognized 
for thirty years of service to the University, and Mr. Graham 
received his ten-year service pin.
2007 Faculty Awards Program
Houston Cole Library has awarded Tami Humphries the 
Martha Cole Memorial Award for the 2006-2007 academic 
year. The award, which is given out annually, honors the most 
outstanding student worker and his/her contributions to the 
library’s workforce. 
Ms. Humphries is pursuing her degree in early childhood 
education. She has worked for the library for about three 
years, spending much of that time working in the Acqui-
sitions Department. Ms. Humphries received numerous 
nominations for the award based on her maturity, enthu-
siasm, studiousness, and attention to detail. The honoree 
received a check for $100 and will have her name engraved 
onto the Library’s plaque, which includes the past winners 
of this award. Ms. Humphries’s children were at the award 
ceremony, smiling from ear-to-ear as they cheered her on, 
obviously very proud of her accomplishments. 
Tami Humphries Receives Martha Cole 
Memorial Award
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As usual, the librarians of the Houston Cole Library have been busy publishing and presenting papers as part of their scholarly duties 
as tenure-track faculty members here at JSU. They also ensured that JSU was well represented at the 2007 Alabama Library Associa-
tion annual conference held in Mobile.
Presentations:
Barnett-Ellis, Paula. Presented Best Practices #2: A Harvest of New Ideas-The Mini-Sessions! “Keeping Current in Academe with 
Blogs and RSS Feeds at the ALLA Convention in Mobile, AL.
Charnigo, Laurie. Presentation on “Online Social Networks: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly” at the 2007 Alabama Library As-
sociation Convention.
Graham, John-Bauer and Jodi Poe. Alabama Library Association’s Annual Convention Best Practices Session. “Are Students Reap-
ing What You Sow?”  (April 18, 2007)
Graham, John-Bauer. Presented at the ALLA Annual Convention “What Me Publish?” Featured Speaker, College, University, Spe-
cial libraries Research Forum (April 19, 2007). 
Poe, Jodi, John-Bauer Graham, and Carley Suther. Alabama Library Association’s Annual Convention Pre-conference (Alabama 
Virtual Library). “Alabama’s Most Valuable Crop: An Introduction to the Alabama Virtual Library.” (April 17, 2007).
Suther, Carley. Poster session, “How Does Your Library Grow?: Weeding in an Academic Library,” ALLA convention, Mobile. 
Wang, Hanrong. Presented research paper entitled “International Collaboration for China RTVUs: Opportunities & Challenges” 
at 2007 U.S.-China Forum on Distance Learning held in Hangzhou, China. This paper has also been published in the conference 
proceedings.
Publications:
Graham, John-Bauer and Jodi Poe. “A Comparison of an Online and a CD-ROM Library Tutorial,” in, Going the Distance: Library 
Instruction for Remote Learners By Susan J. Clayton, Editor.  New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2007.
Wang, Hanrong. “Chapter Six: Collection Development.” Theory and Practice of Academic Libraries in the United States.  Beijing Li-
brary Press: June 2007.
Publications & Presentations
